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“

I wished I had taken this training before. It would have changed my whole
paradigm and would have made me a more effective leader.” Perhaps, this
comment from one of the participants from 7 Nations, summed up the impact of
the Training Program. The Institute is a two-week intensive Program where not more
than 35 selected leaders from churches, business, and government sectors are invited.
They are chosen for their potential to influence change in their spheres and to impact
their communities. In this GTLI XII, there were three lawyers, two military officers,
theologians from Seminaries and Bible Schools, key leaders of Denominations and
Christian Organizations transforming where there is increasing Christian Influence,
Economic Sufficiency, Social Peace, Public Justice, and National Rigtheousness. This
Vision is now integrated in the Mission/Vision Statement of some National Alliances,
denominations, churches, and Institutions. The Institute is based on a triad: VISION,
CAPACITY AND CHARACTER. The Vision is referred to as the DNa Vision (DNa for
Discipling the Nations). The Vision says: To see the nations (communities) This DNa
Vision looks at the Great Commission through Kingdom hermeneutics. The churches
for its paradigm use assembly more than kingdom and yet Jesus spoke primarily of
Kingdom more than the church in the New Testament. The assembly is created by and
the servant of the Kingdom. Aside from the DNa vision, the other subjects are: Biblical
Worldview; National Transformational Saturation Church Planting; Christ, Church
and Creation; Functional Church; Church and State: As Kingdom Instruments;
Trinitarian Ethics of Transformation; and Structural Evil. In the Institute the
participants are encouraged to look at the evangelical gospel as conjunctive (AND) and
not disjunctive (OR). Hence, instead of focusing on personal salvation only from
Genesis 3 (the Fall), Romans 3 (Propitiation or Salvation), Colosians 1:20
(reconcillation of all things thru Christ), and Revelatins 21:2 “the Holy City”, the
Institute includes cosmic redemption from Genesis 1 (Creation), Romans 8 (Creation
groans), Colosians 1:20 (restoration of all things to Christ), and Revelation 21:1 “New
Heaven and New Earth.” The work of Christ is transformation mundi (transform the
world), and the work of the Church and Christians is cooperatio dei (cooperation with
God). Since Christ is the Head of the Church, then the Church cannot be but
Christological in all dimensions of His work to glorify God.
The DNA Wheel illustrates the centrifugal direction of the Gospel (if Kingdom
presence is dynamic always outward from the center – evangelism and church planting,

Growing Church

A

lmost every new Christian group
starts with the idea that it will not
become an institution; it will return to
the simplicity of the primitive days and will
refuse to be weighed down by worldly
considerations that come with wealth and
property. Very few succeed in avoiding the steps
by which a community becomes an institution.
At the start there is no ordained ministry. It turns
out that new pastors’ practical needs for
theology are well addressed by a combination
of practical procedures for church planting,
discussion in small groups, and intensive Biblebased study and study and application of
doctrines of Christian faith.
But before long one or two begin to stand out as
specially gifted, and responsibility comes more
and more to fall on their hands. As numbers
grow, the work of ministry become more
exacting, and can hardly be carried out in the
spare time of those who are already earning
their daily bread in the world. A demand for
better educated ministry begins to make itself
felt and the servants of the church must be
trained. Most groups find it necessary to own
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spiritual warfare, reforming evil structures, transforming culture which would result
in increasing righteousness, justice, peace, sufficiency). This will, in turn, results in
a centripetal movement of people and structures to the center where Jesus is reigns as
Lord.

Growing Church . . .
A deeper process of spiritual development.

some kind of place of meeting, and at once are
launched on all problems involved in the
possessions of property. It is possible to watch with
interest the development of all these phenomena in
the newer evangelical/ Pentecostal groups who
become ‘church-type’ organisations.

The Institute is based on the belief that Vision without capacity to translate it into
action becomes a hallucination. Hence, Systemanagement (Systems Approach To
Management) was added to the Institute. Every participant must be able to write his
or his organization’s Mision/Vision Statement, to identify key strategies, to develop
Action Plans, and to measure performance. Programming are based on high impact
needs and opportunities (Pareto Principle – 20/80) as identified by current forecast
or trends and determined by available resources.
The GTLI is grounded on the proposition that “Churches transform Nations.” This
would then require churches to integrate a transformational dna in their paradigms,
work with other churches, and develop the wisdom to work with other structures of
history (e.g., government, business, institutions, etc.) in the areas of the market
place, and public square, and common grace. This would require prayer and an
appreciation of the biblical notion of calling and vocation since the churches are not
really trained to manage power when they penetrate as salt and light the world.
The implementation of the DNa Vision has three stages: Paradigm Shift, Structural
Integration, and Community Impact. Each stage has specific activities and training
components with different time trajectories depending on the geographical,
contextual and structural scope. The desired outcome is not just church planting and
growth but kingdom change and advance. Character is indispensable to the whole
process simply because without integrity, the leader undermines the ministry.
Moreover, there will be no spiritual power to deal with the forces of darkness that are
intrinsic and extrinsic to the whole process. As God required of Abraham before he
could receive the promises to bless the nations (Gen. 12:3) in justice and
righteousness (Gen. 18:19), he must walk blameless before God (Gen. 17:1). For
the last two years, a parallel training program called the DNG (Discipling the Next
Generation) was convened along the same dates as the GTLI. A shorter version of
the Course is offered to the younger leaders. They are recommended by their leaders
because they are (1) active in their youth or church ministries and (2) they have the
potential to be at the top position of their denominations, churches or institutions in
ten years. The responses are just as amazing.
Another indicator of responsiveness from the participants are the planned follow up
or cascading conferences. The post GTLI XII response is encouraging. Ojie
Bumanlag, a participant, has put together a three-day conference on the DNA for 600
leaders from the four provinces of Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, Cagayan and Abra this
October 2009. Ojie, despite his heart problem during the Institute, chose to finish
his course. Rodel Javien, a Pastor and leader of the Foursquare Church in Dagupan
City is planning a cascading DNA Conference for 200 leaders for the provinces of
Pangasinan and La Union this November 2009. The Luzon Southern Baptist and the

Conformity to established traditions is the mark of
religious bodies which have existed through a
series of generations. There is bound to be
difference between one who has been born into
Christian fellowship and one who has joined it
from without of his own free will. The energy of
the second and third generation begins to decline.
Where is the enthusiasm of the first converts? Why
does boredom take the place of personal
conviction and the willingness to suffer? It must
not be supposed that all is loss, when the day of
first beginnings is over and a new Christian group
has moved forward into the life of a settled
community. In the first generation everything is
discovery and conflict – a situation which lends
itself both to high achievement, and also to certain
traumatic divisions within the human personality
there is something to be said for the calmer periods
in which a number of things can be taken for
granted, moral standards are accepted, and a
deeper process of spiritual development can begin.
Christian faith is first of all a word of life (Phil.
2:16; 1 John 1. 1) a divine message to humans
about how to live. Christianity was at first called
‘the way’ (Acts 9: 2), the way of salvation; Luke
20:21– the way of God (Acts 17:17), I am the way;
(John 14:6), the way of righteousness (2 Peter 2:
21). Living of our faith in the triune God by
obedience of love is our daily duty.
The Churches in Asia and world over must ask
radical questions as to the relevance and adequacy
of old forms of organisation and ministry to
contemporary situations.
Rev. Dr. Richard Howell
General Secretary:
Asia Evangelical Alliance
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AEA has a membership of
17 Asian National Alliances
& 11 Associate Members.
v

Asia News
VIETNAM:
Four police officers and two government officials
broke up the Sunday morning worship service on
July 26, announcing that it was illegal to worship
and teach religion. Officials had previously
refused to grant the church’s application for
registration and reacting to the Christians refusal to
sign document admitting they were meeting
illegally, police officer threatened to kill the
Christians like dogs if they continue future worship
meetings.
SRILANKA:

Foursquare Church of the Philippines are gathering their top leaders early next year
to discuss the possibility of integration as well. The Jesus Reigns Ministries have
cascaded the Vision to 500 younger leaders a month after the Institute. More are on
the pipeline.
The DNA Vision is now accredited by a number of Seminaries and Bible Schools
and integrated into the structures and systems of some denominations and Christian
Organizations. A Liberal Arts College has included as a required elective the DNA
Vision, and the whole course is spread over four years so that every graduate has the
transformational or wholistic equipping for their calling and vocation in the world.
As the conceptualizer of the DNA Vision and the director of the Institute, I am
grateful to the International Faculty (special mention for this Institute to Bishop Dr.
Gerry Seale of the Association of Evangelicals in the Caribbean; Bishop Cesar
Punzalan; Dr. Ferdinand Pabrua; Rev. Vincent and Ligaya Javier, Rev. Art Jornales,
and others). The Secretariat is ably operated by a volunteer staff led by Mrs.
Annabella Vencer , Alystaire Vencer-Capen, Josie Biong, and Boyette Dominguez.
We are grateful for the prayers and support of donors and friends. All glory to God.

Attacks on Christians in Sri Lanka have surged
noticeably in recent weeks, following the
government’s defeat of Tamil separatists in May.
On July 28, attackers set fire to an Assemblies of
God church in Norachcholai, Puttlam district.
Seven men wielding swords on July 12 attacked
caretaker Akila Dias and three members of the
Vineyard Community church. On June 28, a mob
surrounded the house of a female church pastor and
forced her to sign a document promising not to host
worship services for non-family members.
NEPAL:
Police on September 5 arrested Ram Prasad
Mainali, head of the terrorist organisation along
with his three accomplices that bombed the prayer
hall of the Catholic Assumption Church killing two
women, a schoolchild and injured more than a
dozen people on May 28 this year. Despite a red
alert for his arrest, Mainali remained at large in the
former Hindu kingdom, continuing to intimidate
Christians by ordering them to leave the country or
face further violence.
BANGLADESH:

Introducing Dr. Jun Vencer

D

r. Agustin B. Vencer, Jr. , known
to friends and associates as “Jun
or JV”, is the President of Global
Transformation Ministries Incorporated
and concurrently the Regional Director of
DAWN Asia. GTMI, registered in the
United States and in the Philippines, is a
member of the DAWN Global Network, a
movement that fosters the DAWN Vision
and Strategy in the World. JV's primary
ministry is the development of visionary
leaders and the mobilization of the
churches to do transformational church
planting. He serves also as the Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Alliance
Graduate School in Quezon City,
Philippines.
He leads an International Faculty in
holding a transformational leadership training programs based on the triad of the
DNA (Discipling Nations) Vision, Capacity Building, and Character Development.
He believes that an effective leader must have these three components: Visionary,
Capacity, and Integrity. This training program is now accredited as a course in some

Urged by local Muslim leaders, police in western
Bangladesh tortured Pastor Habibur Rahman and
two Christians of Boalia Spiritual Church for
legally proclaiming Christ on June 8 in west
Dhaka. Police blindfolded the three Christians,
beat, punched, and kicked them for one hour while
claiming that there will be no Christian in the area.
PAKISTAN:
Islamic extremists on August 1 set ablaze more
than 50 houses and a church in this town in
northeastern Pakistan following an accusation of
“blasphemy” of the Quran, leaving at least 14
Christians dead. The attack came amid a protest by
thousands of Muslim Islamists – including
members of banned militant groups – that resulted
in another six people dying when participants shot
at police and officers responded with tear gas and
gunfire. Punjab Minister for Law Rana Sanaullah
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Seminaries and Bible Schools. Denominations and Organizations have integrated the vision and the system in their structures. Dr. Vencer is
very emphatic about alignment of vision, strategies, programs, and standards. He believes in the measurability of performance.
Dr. Vencer grew up in a poor village and from a broken home. He grew up with his mother in their poor fishing village though his father had
helped in giving him education. He came from a religious Catholic background but became an agnostic in college. He could not reconcile
God with the reality of injustice and brokenness in the world. It was while he was dying in a hospital as a teenager that he began to examine his
fundamental beliefs with the question of Job: “If a man dies will he live again?” (Job14:14). In that lonely hospital room, in mental agony, he
read anew the Bible. God rewarded His search for Truth and led him to his own Damascus experience with the revelation of the deity of Jesus
Christ in Romans 1:4: “declared to be the Son of God on the basis of the resurrection.” “Light exploded in my mind” he said, “and I realized
that Jesus answered the question of Job.” He added “Only Christ can answer the question of Job because He died and rose again. In fact, five
times, He asserted His claim to deity on the basis of His resurrection before the fact of His resurrection took place.” Dr. Vencer received
Christ as his Savior having faith in His exclusive claim “I am the way, the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6) and in His assurance: “Because I live,
you will live also” (Jn. 14:19). Christ transformed his life and dedicated himself to His service.
Dr. Vencer was appointed International Director of World Evangelical Alliance for two terms. He was the only third world leader to date to
occupy the position since its inception n 1846. Under his watch, the Women's Commission, the Religious Liberty Commission, and the
Interchurch Relief and Development Alliance (perhaps the forerunner of the Micah Network) were formed. His vital contribution, however,
is in the refocusing of WEA to the enablement of National and Regional Alliances as they serve churches disciple or transform their nations.
He served in that position until 2001. He was the founding Chairman of the Evangelical Fellowship of Asia and of the Philippine Relief and
Development Services. He served as General Secretary of the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches from 1980 to 1994. He also
served as Country Director for World Relief Philippines and Compassion Philippines, Associate Director for Church Relations of World
Vision Philippines. He was office manager of the Billy Graham Crusade in Manila in 1977 and Chairman of the Luis Palau Crusade also in
Manila. He had spoken and participated in a number of International and Regional Conferences.

Looking back to his experiences with these Organizations, JV said: “It was my privilege to have served and learned from my leaders
and co-workers. I became a more effective leader because of their influences in my life. They blessed me so much. I still cherish the
friendship of many of them. “
Dr. Vencer is a lawyer with two honorary doctoral degrees. He pastured an Alliance Church for fourteen years and is a Bishop of the Christian
and Missionary Alliance Churches of the Philippines. He is listed in the 10th Edition of Who's Who in the World, the 4th Edition of Who's Who
in Religion, Who's Who in International Organizations, 1992. His biography “Poor Is No Excuse” was written by John Allan. He had a
Chapter in “People With A Mandate” written by Harold Fuller. Both books were published by Pater Noster in England. His theological
framework is summed up by the evangelical creed: sola gratia, sola scriptura, sola fide, soli deo Gloria (grace only, scriptures only, faith
only, and the glory of God only).
Jun is married to Annabella Castillo and they had four children and five grandchildren. They have residences in Colorado Springs, Colorado
and in Antipolo City, Philippines. He doesn't look forward to retirement but to the next level or the next assignment. He will continue to do
what he loves doing, enjoying family, reading books, doing sports, training transformational leaders, and promoting the functional unity of
churches. When asked for some nuggets of thought, he simply said: “Often times we unconsciously believe that as religious professionals we
are holy when we should be concerned to bring holiness to our work places and influence people, not so much by the power of our minds, or
the heights of our positions or the size of our budget but by the integrity of our lives. Integrity is who we are before God while our
functionality is who we are before men. ” When asked about the current global economic crisis that has affected so many ministries, he simply
stated: “God is not affected. “ He further added: “ The current crisis brings us to the foot of the cross at calvary when in the angst of
uncertainties we too cry: 'Father, why have you forsake me?' Faith and doubt battles in our mind. But faith grows in doubt for the two are
inseparable. In the end, the essential question is: 'What do we really believe about our God?' This crisis can serve as an antidote to our
prosperity thinking. We have forgotten to 'share in His suffering' with our emphasis on the 'power of His resurrection' (Phil. 3:10). We need
balance and contentment in all things. The crisis forces us to examine our lives and priorities. Personally, my faith is in the love, the goodness
and the plan of God for my life and ministry. The DNA Vision is non-negotiable only the action plans. My job is to be faithful to the task He
has given me. It is this passion for His God-given Vision that defines my meaning and purpose. God is sovereign, provident, and prevenient.
His will be done.”

Asia News
reportedly said an initial investigation of allegations of the Quran being blasphemed indicated “there has not been any incident of
desecration.”
INDIA:
Anti- Christian people from the Moukahali Gram Panchayat attacked Christians and threatened to kill them if they continue to practice their
faith in Chok Borhampur village, Bishnupur, West Bengal. About 15 people armed with knives, wooden rod and iron rods shouting antiChristian’s slogan attacked Christians and threatened them of ‘incidents like Orisssa’s Kandhamal situation in West Bengal’ and to disown the
Christians faith or face dire consequences.
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