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From the Chairman’s Heart

Holistic Disciple Making 
A Case in Japan:
No Persecution, No Progress

“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, 
rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.” (Acts 5:41)

During the Advent when I contemplated young Mary’s faith and her 
dedication, I saw a shocking title of AP News: “629 Pakistani girls sold as 
brides to China.” Human trafficking is a serious crime in our world. I see 
that the large metropolitan area of Tokyo, where I live, is also a harbor of 
trafficking. What I did after reading the news was praying for victims and 
informing our church members of the realities of trafficking around us. 

Our lives as Christ’s disciples should make impact on our society because 
of His presence in us. When I reflect on myself, however, I do not make 
much impact on the world or even on my community. I must admit that 
there are invisible walls between our church and our community, and be-
tween community people and myself. We invite community people to our 
church for special occasions. But we hesitate to talk about Christ outside 
of the church, for people take it rude in our society to talk about religion in 
our social conversation. Even speaking to a stranger is taken offensive. I re-
member the days when I was a missionary in Jamaica. I enjoyed walking in 
a community and talking with community people, and prayed with them. 
Community people appreciated my ministry. But in Japan I failed. When I 
spoke to a man over a fence in a Japanese community, he stared at me with 
a dubious look. Instantly I recognized I was in Japan. In Japan children are 
advised not to talk with a stranger. Not speaking to a stranger or a child, 
I may be polite in our society. But I recognize I have built invisible walls 
between community people and myself. 

I think that Evangelicals should make more impact on our world in the 
coming decade. We need to train disciples in the communities outside of 
the church. Jesus sent out His disciples into communities. His Great Com-
mission is, “Go and make disciples.” Personally I have to speak to persons 
I see in our community. Trying to be polite, I may have lost opportunities 
of sharing the gospel to people. Making impact on other people is some-
times rude and offensive. However, it is our Lord’s command to preach the 
Word and share the gospel to this lost world. As a Japanese pastor I would 
like to see people’s response, either rejection or coming to Christ. I would 
say in maximized expression: persecution or progress of God’s kingdom.

Rev. Paul H. Ueki 
Chairman
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T he audience of the 
Great Commission, or 
disciple-making pro-

cess, is ta ethne (all people), 
which include people of any 
nations, religious orientations 
and people of any age. Jesus 
did not limit the scope for 
disciple-making to candidates 
within the church building 
or church membership. In 
fact, the Great Commission 
assumes that disciple-making 
begins outside the church 
walls.

Disciple-making is a transfor-
mation process bringing those 
far from Christ to closeness 
and, finally, Christ-likeness. It 
is a process of helping peo-
ple to move toward maturity, 

wholeness and becoming 
increasingly like Jesus.

Primarily, disciple-making 
is a growth process—not a 
program—consisting of one’s 
relationship with God, with 
others and with her/himself 
(not simply head knowledge). 
It is more of a community en-
deavor than an individual en-
deavor, and a journey together 
through modeling and coach-

Bambang Budijanto, Ph.D. 

( Indonesia)

General Secretary of the
Asia Evangelical All iance

ing rather than classroom 
interactions. Jesus’ model of 
disciple-making takes place 
in our daily lives on any day 
of the week (not just on Sun-
day morning or Wednesday 
evening), and happens the 
majority of the time outside 
church walls.

Most importantly, one can 
only grow toward Christlike-
ness when she or he helps 
others to become more like 
Christ. In short, a disciple is 
one who makes disciples. One 
who takes her/his Master’s 
commission/mandate serious-
ly and follow her/his Master’s 
path in helping others to grow 
holistically in Christ as her/
his daily priority.

THE DISCIPLE-MAKING
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Christian maturity 
covers the whole of 
our humanity. We 
often reduce Christian 
maturity to the 
“spiritual” activities 
of regular prayer and 
Bible reading, personal 
evangelism, Christian 
service and active 
concerns for missionary 
society. We neglect 
goals and motives 
in career and job, 
attitude to community 
and social issues, 
involvement with 
others in fellowship 
and sharing, the 
practice of hospitality 
and the care of the 
underprivileged.

–Christopher Sugden, 

Radical Discipleship, 

Basingstoke, England: 

Marshall, Morgan and Scott 

(1981), 128.

T H E  D I S C I P L E - M A K I N G  J O U R N E Y

DISCIPLE-MAKING IS 
PRIMARILY...

DISCIPLE-MAKING IS 
MORE THAN JUST...

A process A program

About enriched relationship About enriched cognitive/head 
knowledge

Through modeling: “Imitate me” 
“Follow me…” (Not of perfection, 
but of engagement with God 
and others.)

Through instructional/lecture

In the context of community In an individual context (1 on 1)

A journey (nonlinear) A sense of arrival (linear)

Based on the concept that you 
grow as you help others to grow; 
simultaneously

Based on linear concept of “you 
pass on what you have complet-
ed /passed”; sequential

Focus on others: live to serve 
others 

Focus on self: help others after I 
help myself; live for others later.

Occurs in day-to-day life Occurs as an event; i.e., weekly 
Bible study

What we do for and with others What we do to others

Focus on obedience Focus (solely) on multiplication 
assumption or business strategy

Start very early in life. Certainly 11 
years old is not too early

For adults only

About helping others release 
their potential to become the 
best they can be in God’s unique 
design

About completing the curricu-
lum, workbook and assignments.

Holistic in nature Only spiritual content

Holistic Approach: Day-to-day life, 
experiential (being used by God); 
spiritual (encountering God), re-
lational (with others/community), 
and instructional

Instructional Approach, Self 
Study, Complete Workbook, 
Group Discussions
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INTENTIONAL HOLISTIC 
DISCIPLESHIP

I ntentional discipleship 
is the process whereby 
every day, moment by 

moment, we seek to live a 
‘Jesus-shaped life’ that speaks, 
often without words, to those 
around us of the holiness, 
love and grace of God. For 
this discipleship to be holistic 
requires that every aspect of 
our lives is ‘Jesus-shaped’, not 
just our church life and our 
personal devotions but also 
our work life, our life in the 
community, how we choose 
to spend our leisure time, and 
the choices we make about 
friendships, money, the care 
of creation – the whole of life. 
Disciples of Jesus are far more 
likely to make disciples if the 
quality of their lives speaks 
as loudly about God as their 
words.

‘Follow me’. These two 
simple words of invitation 
and command stand at the 
head of every relationship 
with Jesus, the Son of 
God, whether spoken on 
a Galilean lake shore, on 
the streets of Jakarta, or in 
a hospital in Tokyo. Like 
every child responding to the 
outstretched hand of a parent, 
Simon and Andrew, Mary 
and Salome, and millions 
of Christians through two 
millennia have accepted 
that simple invitation in 

faith and often with minimal 
understanding of the life-
transforming decision 
they have taken. To follow 
Jesus of Nazareth into his 
cosmic reign is simply the 
most challenging, the most 
beautiful, the most costly, the 
most rewarding journey we 
could ever choose to begin.

Visit any Christian 
community today and in 
each place you will be struck 
by the courage, faithfulness, 
and love with which people 
are following Jesus. As Peter 
discovered on his journey up 
to Jerusalem, the road ahead 
is not always clear, and as 
James and John discovered 
there are temptations of 
power and influence. Some of 
us have even found ourselves 
as compromised as Judas, but 

Rev. Canon Mark Oxbrow 

(England)

Director :  Guided Study Programme
Oxford Centre for Mission Study
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I N T E N T I O N A L  H O L I S T I C  D I S C I P L E S H I P

we remain a family of women, 
men, and children who are 
deeply in love with Jesus and 
seeking daily to follow in his 
ways.

Discipleship, our following 
Jesus, requires much more 
than the latest course or 
introduction to Christian 
living. Courses have their 
place, but discipleship, 
demands much more – in fact 
it demands everything. 

Firstly, it is an invitation 
to an increasingly intimate 
relationship with the Triune 
God whom we know in 
Jesus. This relationship, 
which is both individual 
and communal, is nurtured 
through prayer and the 
deepening of spiritual life. As 
together we go on following 
the ways of Jesus we discover, 
with Paul, that our life 
becomes less and less our 
own and increasingly ‘hidden 
with Christ in God’ (Col 
3.3). In stark contrast to the 
individualism that plagues 
much of our contemporary 
society, we find ourselves 
becoming part of something 
(someone) much greater, 
much more beautiful and 
fulfilling. But this experience 
of true humanity ‘in God’ 
is not something to hold 
to ourselves. It is for all 

humanity, indeed for all 
creation (Rom 8.19).

The invitation to follow is, 
in the Gospels, immediately 
followed by a promise which 
is often misunderstood as a 
command or authorisation 
– ‘I will make you fishers of 
[people].’ Evangelism is not 
a task given to the Church, 
but a promise. Jesus promises 
that as we follow him we 
will become fishers of men, 
women, and children. Our 
lives, reflecting the image 
of God, will attract and 
change others. To hold the 
good news of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to ourselves is a 
supreme act of selfishness. 
As we follow and are 
shaped by the life of Jesus, 
that selfish possessiveness 
of our relationship with 
him will be dissipated and 
we will naturally begin to 
include others in that love-
relationship. Exclusivity has 
no place in the family of God; 
all God-centred relationships 
are inclusive, and our 
evangelism has nothing to do 
with numbers and power but 
everything to do with love, 
generosity, inclusion, and 
the all-encompassing life and 
love of God.

As our daily following of 
Jesus draws us deeper into 

Intentional Holistic 

Discipleship happens 

when we actively take 

the decision every day 

to allow God to give us 

a ‘Jesus-Shaped Life’, 

at work, at home, at 

church, at leisure – in 

every aspect of our 

life, so that everything 

we do, and are, is a 

glowing witness to the 

redeeming love of God.
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the Body of Christ, the life of 
the Triune God, reconciliation 
becomes a pressing priority. 
Humanity shares the 
brokenness and pain of 
our world, and this needs 
to be brought to God, to be 
offered at the Cross – to find 
reconciliation, wholeness, 
and life in the shattered life 
of God. As Paul reminds us, 
the heart of our discipleship 
is not only to ‘be reconciled’ 
with God but also to exercise 
a ‘ministry of reconciliation’ 
(2 Cor 5.11–21). That ministry 
is to be exercised within 
the Church, in the wider 
community, and in our 

relationship with the whole 
created order. In many ways 
this life of reconciliation is 
the most public aspect of 
our Christian discipleship 
and at the same time deeply 
enmeshed with our witness, 
or evangelism.

A narrow, pietistic attachment 
to Jesus was never what God 
intended and will not serve 
us well today. Following Jesus 
will and must change every 
aspect of our being. At the 
core will be our reconciliation 
with God, but this can never 
be complete until we are 
at peace with ourselves, in 

vital communion with the 
whole Body of Christ, in a 
renewed relationship with 
the whole human family, and 
discovering a new harmony 
with creation as a whole. 

For most Christians it will 
be the ‘Jesus-shaped life’ 
they live in the workplace, 
amongst their friends, 
on the football pitch, in 
politics, and in the market 
which will be the true 
test of their discipleship – 
their intentional holistic 
discipleship – which draws 
others to Christ. n

I N T E N T I O N A L  H O L I S T I C  D I S C I P L E S H I P
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In the WEA General Assembly 2019, 
intergenerational holistic disciple making 
was echoed throughout the week. We could 
see the face of youth coming to the surface 
in the General Assembly; youth leading the 
worship, youth raising their voice, youth 
being supported by the senior leaders, and 
many other moments that happening in 
the midst of the GA. And this is only the 
beginning. In the next 10 years, we will 
see youth around the world rising up and 
becoming authentic disciples of Christ. 

When I was a high-schooler, God put me 
into a student minister community in our 
school. There were about 10-15 people 
in that community and together we had 
one mission, to bring revival to our school. 
We prayed hard and studied the scripture 
together every day. We cried as we prayed, 
longing to see our friends being saved. One 
of the highlights of those years, was when 
we made an 8-hour revival service in the 
school, for 2 consecutive days. We would 
never forget one scene – around 40 of our 
friends coming to that service, knelt, cried, 
repented in His Holy presence.  

Now, after more than 10 years, I am still 
serving the Lord, discipling teenagers across 
Indonesia. As Barna stated in their recent 
research, “The Connected Generation”, 74% 
of people who actively using their faith 
before 18 years old, strongly agree that his/

Vania Christian 

( Indonesia)

DISCIPLING THE YOUNGER GENERATION –
A CALLING FOR EVERY ONE OF US
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her faith is very important in his/her life 
today. Faith journey in the teen years proved 
to be very important for their spiritual being 
in their adulthood. If we want to have a 
strong impactful intergenerational church, 
we have to invest a lot in this significant 11-
19 window. 

There are several things that I learned from 
my teen faith and also from my journey in 
discipling teenagers: 

1. They need to live in a strong 
community 

Talking about teenagers could not be 
separated from community. As they are 
growing in their social identity, community 
is the most important ingredient for them 
to grow. In my case, the community was 
growing naturally by itself. But how many 
teenagers in the world, has this kind of 
privilege? We should intentionally create a 
strong healthy community for our teenagers. 

2. They need to live for others 

Christ has become the ultimate model for 
the disciples. He lived a selfless life and died 
a selfless death (Philippians 2:8 MSG). To 
bring the teenagers toward Christlikeness, 
we must encourage them to not live for 
themselves, but for others. It is proven 
that when people disciple others, they 

will experience significant growth in their 
spiritual lives. Teenager is not an “object” 
of disciple making. In fact, they need to 
disciple others for them to grow.  

3. They need to live for a strong cause 

Another characteristic of teenagers is that 
they are full of idealism. This idealism is 
the engine that runs their lives. Research 
in Indonesia found the major reason for 
teenagers leaving the church is that they 
are not involved in the church. If they are 
not heard, if they cannot contribute to the 
church, they will leave the church. On the 
other hand, if they know that their lives 
are significant, if they can make a great 
contribution, if they have something worthy 
to die for, they will live. 

Imagine that we could see teenagers in 
our church going out reaching others, 
growing toward Christlikeness together with 
their peers. This is what I want to see! This 
significant window cannot be ignored. This 
(disciple them) is a calling for every one of 
us. They need the older generation to listen, 
to empower, to encourage, to inspire, to 
trust, and to walk alongside them. Reach 
out to the generation, just like Paul set an 
example for us, “… Know that I’m on your 
side, right alongside you. You’re not in this 
alone.” (Colossians 2:1 MSG) n

D I S C I P L I N G  T H E  Y O U N G E R  G E N E R AT I O N . . .
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How do you define
Intentional (Holistic) 
Disciple-making?

J esus modelled 
the essence of 
discipleship by 

submitting his will to His 
Father. Discipleship is a 
lifelong process in which 
we submit to the will of 
the Father and encourage 

others to do the same. It requires intentional 
community with fellow disciples. 

Strong Bible teaching is essential for our heads 
to trust God. Spiritual disciplines help us build 
good habits of attitude and action. Yet our 
hearts linger behind with lack of trust that is 
revealed in our sin, fears, attitudes and broken 
relationships. Our hearts need to be desperately 
dependent on God and broken of the false hope 
that we can be growing disciples on our own or 
through our own efforts. Intentional community 
is essential for holistic discipleship of our head, 
heart and hands. n

J esus was always 
intentional in the 
way he interacted 

with whoever came across 
His path. One of the 
common examples of this 
we get in John 4 where 

he spoke to the Samaritan women at the well 
of Jacob. Jesus chose to go through Samaria 
even when the other Jews took the customary 
route as the Jews always made their distance 
from the Samaritans. As a result, we read a 
beautiful description of how the life of the 
Samaritan woman was transformed. The main 
motive/ objective behind disciples should be 
the complete transformation of the one life, 
meaning ‘complete change of life here on earth.’ 

A very common thinking and practice in 
the evangelical Christianity today about 
discipleship is leading someone to Christ, but 
the discipleship that Jesus intends from us is 
far more deeper. 

True discipleship is risky, costly and satisfying, 
it happens when we pour out the kingdom 
values in someone’s life and when the people 
whom we disciple starts to live his or her life 
as the representative of God’s kingdom here 
on earth, as Jesus prayer let your kingdom 
come on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 
6:10) The Intentional discipleship is holistic 
transformation of one’s life. 

Therefore, we the disciples of Jesus must 
continue to make, mentor and nurture one’s 
life which is not only about proclamation of 
the salvation message but demonstration of that 
message through our life. n

Dr. Brad Smith

Josephine 
Alexander
Bangladesh
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ABUNDANT LIFE
THROUGH HOLISTIC
DISCIPLE-MAKING

Dr. Peirong Lin 

(Singapore)

Research Coordinator and HR Director ,
WEA Theological Concerns

“The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to 
the full.” (John 10:10)

“For God so loved the 
world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but     
have eternal life.” 
(John 3:16) 

The celebration of Christmas 
reminds us of the gift of life. 
Both life on this earth as well 

as eternally. As promised by 
Jesus, this gift of a full life 
begins in our present, our cur-
rent concerns with what we 
do as well as the relationships 
we have. 

At the same time, if we are 
honest, we do not always 
experience abundance in life. 
It is evident that the thief is 
present in our circumstances: 
illness, unemployment, 

10 Newsletter DECEMBER 2019
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discord, separation, 
poverty, or natural disasters 
continue to be part of our 
lives. Through continued 
setbacks, we can reach a 
point where we accept status 
quo, believing either that the 
damaged state of life is our 
fate, or that there is no God. 

It is precisely to this fallen 
world that Jesus has come to. 
Abundant life, as promised 
by God does not come from 
itself or our own individual 
efforts. At its core, it is not 
something that we can do 
without God. Abundant life 
comes from believing in Jesus, 
in following him in one’s 
life. It is first and foremost 
a journey with Christ, the 
good shepherd who first 
loved us. As described in 
the Jakarta pledge, following 
Jesus involves obeying him 
and growing in his grace and 
knowledge, from which love 
and service flow naturally. 
This is “a holistic process 
and transforms different 
areas life”. This journey 
is not just for our own 
individual purpose. “Love 
for our neighbours compels 

us to follow Jesus together in 
community, in relationship 
with fellow disciples.”

A global ministry with 
various functioning 
commissions, task forces 
and initiatives that address 
different areas in life, the 
WEA has recently concluded 
their General Assembly in 
Jakarta after 11 years. As we 
work together to proclaim the 
good news of Christ to the 
world, we invite you to join 
us in being united through 
holistic disciple-making, 
committing to the different 
principles as laid out in the 
Jakarta pledge. These include: 
Articulating evangelical 
essentials in the 21st century, 
Articulating evangelical 
essentials in the 21st century, 
Intergenerational leadership, 
Global focus, national impact.

As we follow Jesus together 
in the various aspects of life, 
this “can provoke questions 
(1 Peter 3:13-16) and inspire 
others to learn more about 
who Jesus is and ultimately 
to commit themselves to 
following Christ.” n 

A B U N D A N T  L I F E  T H R O U G H  H O L I S T I C  D I S C I P L E - M A K I N G
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HOLISTIC DISCIPLESHIP
IN ALL THINGS

H olistic discipleship 
means following 
Jesus in all of life; 

such an extensive focus 
represents a huge challenge 
for contemporary Christian 
leadership. As a pastor and 
previous theological educator, 
I appreciate why the vision of 
most clergy is constrained by 
the borders of congregational 
life. Pastors are called to 
be nurturers, but, speaking 
theologically, we need to be 
grasped by the reality that 
Christ is not only Priest, 
but also Prophet and King. 
This came across to me with 
renewed clarity just a few 
days ago. 

As I was speaking to a 
“head-hunter” in her 
workplace about launching 
a marketplace-oriented 
discipleship in Perth an acute 

pain entered my heart. I knew 
I was in touch with the grief 
of God the Father. Though 
Jesus commanded, “let your 
light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” 
(Matt 5:16) the workplace as a 
primary site for radiating the 
glory of God has been grossly 
underestimated over most of 
the history of Christianity.

I first had an insight into 
what it means to follow Jesus 
beyond personal and church 

life through a visionary 
experience. At the end of 
7 days of prayer I had an 
epiphany of the ascended 
Lord bringing restoration 
to “all things” (Acts 3:17-
21). I could see that this 
encompassed his presence 
in politics, art, business, law, 
education and so on. Christ 
is indeed “Lord of all” (Acts 
10:36), of all the elements of 
human life and culture. The 
New Testament perspective 
of the wideness of Christ’s 
Lordship is unanimous. 
This is important for holistic 
disciple-making, for the 
breadth of our following Jesus 
will be in exact proportion 
to the scope of our vision 
of the “cosmic Christ”. A 
central subject, especially in 
Ephesians and Colossians. 

Rev. Dr.  John Yates 

(Austral ia)

Chairman of
Austral ia Evangelical All iance 
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“He who descended is the 
one who also ascended 
far above all the heavens, 
that he might fill all 
things.) And he gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds 
and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until 
we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of 
Christ” (Eph 4:10-13). 

“Holistic discipleship” and 
“the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ” are the 
same mature reality expressed 
in two ways. And the “work 
of ministry” for which we 
equip the saints is performed 
in the “all things” which 
Jesus is currently filling with 
his glorious presence. That 
is, the spheres of business, 
government, justice, media 
etc, where the followers of 
Jesus live out much of their 
waking lives. This vision is 
far broader than the world of 
worship, ushering, preaching, 
Sunday School teaching, 
Bible study leading etc. that 
if often the focus of Christian 
service. Tragically, there are 
in our churches many who 
have never heard a sermon 

on following Jesus in the 
workplace. Necessarily this 
cripples the breadth and 
depth of their discipleship.

Under the influence of 
Greek philosophy Western 
theology and its heirs 
have for centuries divided 
human existence into two 
parts. The “sacred” was the 
spiritual world inhabited by 
missionaries, then clergy, 
then lay people on the 
bottom rung, the “secular” 
was everything else. This 
splitting up of creation is 
anti-incarnational. Business, 
for example, isn’t about 
making money for the 
church, business talent is 
a divine gift. If the Church 
“is the fulness of him who 
fills all things in every way” 
(Eph 1:23), and “in him all 
the fullness of the Godhead 
dwells bodily, and you have 
come to fullness in him” (Col 
2:9-10) then discipleship is 
essentially limitless in scope. 
Our traditional disciplines 
of prayer, Bible reading, 
fellowship and so on need to 
be informed by an expansive 

Christology that is true to 
scripture. 

The diminished discipleship 
which is the bane of the 
Australian Church is the fruit 
of a failure to recognise that 
the Word of God’s power 
which “upholds all things” 
(Heb 1:2-3) is the presence 
of His Son. We are called to 
live in holy intimacy with 
Jesus wherever He is, which 
is everywhere. We are called 
to follow Jesus in every place 
without exception, bringing 
the glorious indwelling image 
of God living in us to light 
throughout the marketplace. 

The pain in heart of the 
Father I sensed sitting in an 
office building in the Perth 
CBD was His grief that so 
many of His children have 
not been encouraged to live 
out the life of His beloved Son 
in every dimension of their 
existence. Therefore, let us 
repent of any restriction of the 
expression of the life of Christ 
and pursue holistic disciple-
making with all our hearts. n

H O L I S T I C  D I S C I P L E S H I P  I N  A L L  T H I N G S
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W E A  G A  2 0 1 9  R E P O R T S 

World Evangelical Alliance
General Assembly 2019
November 7-13, 2019 • SICC, Jakarta, Indonesia 

Eleven years after the 2008 
WEA General Assembly, 
the 2019 WEA General 
Assembly was held on 
November 7th -12th in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. It was 
a very blessed and fruitful 
time where around 800 
participants from 92 
countries came together 
under the theme “Your 
Kingdom Come” to listen 
to speakers and stories, 
engage in discussions with 
one another and pray for 
each other, and also plan 
ahead how to address 
some of the issues and 
opportunities we face, 
especially in the area of 
intentional holistic disciple-
making. 

According to the GA Evaluation, 87% of the participants were 
impacted by the call to the Decade of Disciple-Making and 
want to be involved.
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World Evangelical Alliance
General Assembly 2019

R E P O R T S

Our Pledge –
Holistic Disciple-
making

PREAMBLE

The cry of our hearts is ‘Your 
Kingdom Come’ (Matthew 6:10; 
Matthew 24:14).  We are praying, 
yearning, longing for God’s 
Kingdom to be manifested on 
earth.

Evangelicals make up 25 
percent of the world’s 2.2 billion 
Christians, and our unified voice 
can make a great difference. 
The WEA envisions a decade 
where the existing momentum 
of national evangelical alliances 
and numerous issue networks will 
be synergized and leveraged to 
catalyze a spiritual transformation. 
Shaped by a common love and 
vision, evangelicals across the 
globe will pray and work together, 
empowered by the Spirit in 
bringing spiritual and societal 
renewal to their lands.

After much prayer and consultation 
with evangelical leaders across 
the globe, we commit ourselves to 
promoting the following principles 
as part of our pledge to intentional, 
holistic disciple-making, fulfilling 
the call that our Lord Jesus gave us 
some 2000 years ago.

1. ARTICULATING EVANGELICAL 
ESSENTIALS IN THE 21st 
CENTURY

Evangelical essentials are timeless, 
but how they are presented 
to others in society requires 
careful consideration. Sensitivity, 

intentionality and boldness are 
needed to transmit these essentials 
effectively.

2. BEING AUTHENTIC 
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

An authentic follower of Jesus 
follows Him personally and in 
community. Every Christ-follower 
should be engaging with others 
and inviting them into a journey of 
Christ-likeness in every area of their 
lives. Authentic followers reflect 
the image of God in who they 
are and all they do, as the fruit of 
sanctification, for God’s glory.

3. INTERGENERATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP

As different parts of the body 
of Christ, each generation offers 
unique gifts to advance the disciple-
making effort. Congregations 
(and other communities and 
formations of Christ-followers) 

that incorporate the principle of 
intergenerational leadership make 
space for generational differences 
and capitalize collaboratively on 
the wisdom of members from each 
generation.

4. GLOBAL FOCUS, 
NATIONAL IMPACT

Following Jesus takes place 
within the context of His body 
of believers—the church—locally, 
nationally and globally. Unity 
matters to the World Evangelical 
Alliance. This unity will be 
demonstrated in a shared focus 
on holistic disciple-making during 
the next decade. The WEA is 
committed to maximizing its 
effectiveness by establishing and 
building up National Alliances, 
strengthening its commissions, 
task forces, and initiatives, while 
simultaneously nurturing new and 
creative networks and movements 
to accelerate spiritual reformation.

Watch the full-length video: https://youtu.be/5FwFqmBa-6Q 

https://youtu.be/5FwFqmBa-6Q
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Here are testimonies & reflections from 
some of our participants from Asia. 

We have been recharged through receiving 
the Word of God in WEA Global Assembly.  We 
have been refreshed in this fellowship.  We have 
extended the relations with the believers for 
making strong WEA fellowship.  We have learnt 
how to make Pakistan National Evangelical 
Alliance fruitful.

WEA GA 2019 was a sacred time for me. For 
the first time I met people from all over the 
world, and through this opportunity I sense that 
our picture of God’s kingdom is incomplete 
without one another. I need others to be my 
Family for me to belong to the Family of God. 
In God’s Family, we rejoice and morn together. 
This WEA experience has awakened in me a 
deep desire to know more about my Family. 
May God’s Kingdom come where we all thrive 
as unique members of His Family.

Witnessing our God stirring the hearts of an 
increasing number of His leaders in different parts 
of the world in recent years to restore the biblical 
disciple-making culture in His Body, including 
discipleship of the home, the General Assembly 
time in Jakarta in many ways affirmed and 
confirmed this timely move of God. I strongly believe 
the great impetus created by GA will be felt for 
many years to come.

Ps. Matthew Ling, Malaysia 

Esther Tomoko Matts, Japan

Ps. Saleem Raza, Pakistan 

Rev. Dr. John Yates, Australia 

First a youngster from Singapore spoke with tears about 
her “complex” (dysfunctional) family background, then 
a young German singer appealed with deep emotion to 
the older generation saying, “we need you”. In both cases 
could the Spirit spoke deeply to my heart. Instead of 
being comfortable with the fact that all my mentees are 
over 30, the Lord is turning me away from complacency 
and directing me to be available to youth. Exactly what 
this means in terms of intentional discipling isn’t yet clear, 
but I have a deep assurance it will be.
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Myanmar Evangelical Christian 
Alliance (MECA) & Evangelical 
Fellowship of Singapore (EFOS)

The AEA GS, Dr. Bambang Budijanto visited 
MECA (Myanmar Evangelical Christian 
Alliance), November 30th – December 
4th. The visit was meant to gain deeper 
understanding on how AEA be able to 
effectively support and relate to the MECA, 
especially in the light of strengthening the 
National Alliance organizational capacity and 
its transformational impacts.   

R E P O R T S  &  V I S I T S

Rev. Aye Min, Chairman of 
MECA (Back row 1st from left), 
Rev. Dr. Morris Liana, GS of 
the MECA (back row 4th 
from left), Dr. (Ms.) May Pan 
Lynn, Director of Woman 
Commission, MECA (front row 
2nd from right)

The AEA GS visited EFOS (Evangelical Fellowship of Singapore) 
on December 4-7, 2019.  With Rev. Ezekiel Tan, the General 
Secretary of EFOS.



19NewsletterDECEMBER 2019

WCC-CCA Consultation – ‘Evangelism and 
Missional Witness in a Multi-religious Asia’

An international consultation 
on ‘Evangelism and Missional 
Witness in a Multi-religious Asia’ 
being organized jointly by the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) 
and the Christian Conference 
of Asia (CCA) was held in 
Chiangmai on November 29 to 
December 15. It was attended 
by 40 ecumenical leaders from 
20 countries and various church 
backgrounds. AEA Honary 
Treasurer Ms. Kanthamanee 
Ladaphongphatthana 
represented AEA at the 
consultation. 

The week-long consultation is 
aimed at exploring the ways in 

R E P O R T S  &  V I S I T S

which theological affirmations, 
education, and training 
programmes on evangelism 
have been placed in the diverse 
landscape of Asia; understand and 
reflect on the methodologies and 
strategies evolved by churches in 
Asia at local levels; and provide a 
platform to learn mutually from 
the experiences of Asian churches 
and their innovative evangelistic 
approaches and engagement in 
participating in God’s mission.

Ms Kanthamanee raised a self-
critique on common pitfalls of 
Asia churches including non-
engagement with surrounding 
communities, obsessions merely 

with numbers of converts, and 
gradual distancing from the 
Word of God. In her presentation, 
she also invited the participants 
to join in the decade of holistic 
discipleship making launched by 
the World Evangelical Alliance 
earlier this year. Focusing on the 
relationship and the quality of 
spiritual growth enabling one 
who is far from Christ to be closer 
to him is a solution for Asian 
churches to grow qualitatively as 
well as quantitatively in a holistic 
and sustainable manner. Holistic 
disciple making is a key for the 
church to bring shalom to the 
people around us as God has 
intended it to be. n 

Ms. Kanthamanee 
Ladaphongphatthana 
(Thailand)

AEA Honorary Treasurer 

For more details, the consultation communique can be downladed at: 

http://cca.org.hk/home/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Communique-Evangelism-final-formatted.pdf

http://cca.org.hk/home/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Communique-Evangelism-final-formatted.pdf
http://cca.org.hk/home/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Communique-Evangelism-final-formatted.pdf
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W H AT ’ S  N E W

Stay tuned
for the next
AEA Newsletter
important topic

Leadership 
Journey 
(Mentoring 
and Coacing) 
for the Next 
Generation

CALL FOR 
ARTICLES

We would like to invite 
everybody to submit an 
article. Your short article 
(500 words) should reach 
us before February 10, 
2020.

When you submit your 
article, please write the 
email subject as:

“Article: The title of your 
article” and send to: 
admin@asiaea.org

For more information 
please visit the AEA 
website: www.asiaea.org

https://asiaea.org/
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FOLLOW our new AEA Instagram ac-
count:

@ evangelicalallianceasia

Please share the instagram link to 
your networks within your country and 
internationally. Don’t forget to give us 
feedbacks and suggestions!

“LIKE” Our new AEA Facebook Page:

@ Asia Evangelical Alliance

Please promote the page to all your 
networks nationally and international-
ly. Do not forget to provide feedbacks 
and suggestions.

We are pleased to announce 
the launch of AEA brand new 
website!

www.asiaea.org

“We do hope that this website and other AEA media help AEA community grow much 
stronger and be more effective in fulfilling our call in Asia and beyond.”
Dr. Bambang Budijanto – AEA, General Secretary
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