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Family Discipleship :
Revival Begins at Home
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the Asia Evangelical Alliance

1. Introduction
The Bible teaches that disciple making begins at home, but how many
Christian families are actually doing it? How many churches have emphasized
this function? And how well are we doing it? The quality of family discipleship
became a crucial issue during the COVID-19 pandemic. People couldn’t attend
church, so there was no Sunday school for children. Thus, the spiritual nurture
of young people depended solely on their parents. COVID-19 has opened the
eyes of many pastors to their church members’ often inadequate efforts to
disciple their own children in the faith. Recent data collected by Indonesia’s
Bilangan Research Center are sobering, exposing a need for the church to
become more intentional in equipping parents to make disciple at home. Let's
look at some Bible passages that reveal to us what God expects of Christian
parents.
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2. The Birth of the New Nation
After some 400 years in Egypt, where the people of Israel grew from 70
people to around 2 million, and after witnessing God’s hand in bringing the ten
plagues upon Egypt, the Israelites were ready to declare themselves a new
and independent nation. Once the people of Israel crossed the Red Sea, they
were free (Exodus 14). Soon after that, in Exodus 18, Moses set up the judicial
system, and starting in chapter 20 God declared the law for this new nation.
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As Moses was preparing for the Israelites’ departure from
Egypt, just after the tenth and final plague, he delivered a
very important speech. His key message was that the way
to sustain their freedom and God’s blessings upon them
was through family education. The perpetuation and
fullness of God’s blessings depended on instruction at
home, where parents were to educate their children on
God’s acts in history (Ex. 13:8, 14; see also Ex. 12:26-27).
Forty years later, in his farewell speech, Moses reminded
his people that in contrast to other nations around them,
the design of the nation of Israel was structured around
family education (Deut. 6:7–9). A short time later, as Joshua
led the people to claim the promised land, he reemphasized
this unique design of family education (Josh. 4:6, 21–22).

On the day of Pentecost, when the church was born,
Peter declared the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy
(Joel 2:28) about the coming of the Day of the Lord,
the day of restoration. This prophecy seems to have
been addressed to every household head in Israel,
so that they could see and recognize the coming
spiritual revival by observing how different members
of the household contributed to the Kingdom of
God—their younger children, teenagers, parents,
and even slaves. Revival would begin when “your
sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men
will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams.
Even on my servants, both men and women, I will
pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will
prophesy” (Acts 2:17–18).

3. The Birth of the New Season
Toward the end of Old Testament times, as people waited
desperately for a national restoration, a spiritual and
political revival, and the coming of the Messiah, they
looked to the temple and the priests with huge
expectations. In response, God told them that revival would
begin from home, as “He will turn the hearts of parents to
their children and the hearts of children to their parents”
(Mal. 4:6)
Photo by Jonathan Borba on Unsplash
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4. The Birth of the Church’s
New Landscape
An inaccurate reading of the Great Commission has
placed significantly greater emphasis on discipleship
in the mission field, marketplace and public sphere at
the expense of family discipleship. The emphasis on
the phrase “therefore go,” instead of “as you are
going” or “wherever you are going” (present participle),
has unintentionally reduced the church’s focus on
disciple making at home.
Additionally, family discipleship has been further
weakened by the tendency to view Sunday School
(or children’s church) as the primary venue for the
spiritual nourishment of children. Although it’s certainly
true that in many parts of the world, Sunday School
or children’s church has contributed significantly
toward bringing children to Christ, it cannot and must
not replace the disciple-making process that should
occur at home.
COVID-19 has introduced a new landscape for the
church. One of the most important church assets
during lockdowns is family discipleship. Due to the
spread of the virus, during the past 18 months
churches in many parts of the world have not been
able to worship together in their church building or
elsewhere. They could conduct worship only online.
Those churches who had a strong emphasis on family
discipleship before the pandemic have grown
stronger during the pandemic. On the other hand,
those churches that did not focus on equipping family
units to worship together and implement disciple
making at home have grown weaker.
A recent (March 2021) national survey conducted by
the Bilangan Research Center found that fewer than
20 percent of Christians were maintaining regular
family or household worship. This figure marked only
a slight increase relative to the period before the
pandemic. We can deduce that the percentage of
Indonesian Christians conducting family discipleship
(i.e., disciple making at home, not just worshiping
together at home) is even lower.
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After 18 months of the COVID-19 pandemic, during which in-person church gatherings have been
replaced by online services, many pastors have been concerned about the spiritual well-being of
their congregations. How many of their church members would continue in their faith, let alone
grow spiritually, without regular on-site services and Sunday schools? The COVID-19 experience,
though painful, has opened the eyes of many pastors as to where we are in terms of family
discipleship.
Many churches have been focusing their energy either on preparing for a return to on-site
worship post-COVID or on strengthening their online (digital) services. The data from Indonesia
suggest that too few have committed themselves to equipping and strengthening the capacity of
parents to disciple their children at home and to lead family (household) worship effectively.
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Church Planting
in Mongolia

Bolortuya Damdinjav
AEA Executive Council Member
Head of Research Department,
Mongolian Evangelical Alliance

2021 is the 30th year since the very first
modern-era Christian church was established
in Mongolia.
The Mongolian Evangelical Alliance’s Research Department surveyed
84% of the evangelical churches in that country at the end of 2019. One
purpose of the survey was to obtain information on church planting
ministry activities in the country. Both qualitative and quantitative
inquiries were conducted within the evangelical churches and among
church planters who had been serving in the field for at least two years.
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Mongolia’s 21 provinces contain 330 counties, and the average population per county is about 3,000. Forty-six
percent of the country’s churches are located in the capital city of Ulaanbaatar (which is governed separately from
the provinces), and the other 54% are spread across 158 of the counties. There was still no church whatsoever in
172 of the counties (52%). Some churches and mission organizations are planning to plant new churches in
accordance with the “A Church in Every County” initiative, whereas other organizations prefer to support existing
churches.
The survey found that 35% of churches (including those in Ulaanbaatar and elsewhere) had planted at least one
church in the counties. The main challenge for those seeking to plant new churches is the lack of workers
equipped to start a church.

Photo by Gregory Hayes on Unsplash
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The survey also asked such questions as how
churches train church planters, the requirements for
people seeking to function as church planters, the
challenges involved in planting a new church, and how
existing congregations support church planters. Here
are some of the key findings:
Most churches intentionally train their church
planters, primarily through Bible schools or
church-based training programs.
Most churches require church planters to be
spiritually mature and of godly character, as well
as to exhibit a calling from God to church
planting.
Most churches support their church planters in
prayer, by visiting them on the field, through
regular communication, and financially.
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If we want to see a church established for every 1,500
people in Mongolia, then 386 churches need to be
planted in the capital city of Ulaanbaatar and 814 more
across the rest of the country, for a total of 1,200 new
churches.
There is a great need for the church planting ministry in
Mongolia to grow and develop. Churches should pay
greater attention to areas where there are few or no
churches and increase their church planting efforts in
those areas. Moreover, churches need to intentionally
prepare church planters and send them to locations
where the needs are greatest. We need a clear church
planting policy and strategy. Please pray for the church
planting ministry in Mongolia.

Why Church needs
disaster response
Churches and Disaster Preparedness:
Are They Prepared?
Recent events emphasize the importance of disaster preparedness
in Churches.
Below are practical steps the churches and communities can take to
prepare for and respond to emergencies.

Raghu Balanchandran
Executive Director
Relief and Development
Commission
(Sri Lanka)

Why do churches need disaster risk reduction?
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) aims to reduce the
damage caused by natural catastrophes like
earthquake, flood, drought, mudslide, tsunami and
cyclones. A disaster’s severity depends on how much
of an impact it had on society and the environment
when it hits. The scale of the impact depends on the
choices we make for our lives and for our environment,
how we grow our food, where and how we build our
homes, what kind of government we have, how our
financial system works, and even what we teach in our
schools. Each decision and action we make either
makes us more vulnerable or more resilient to disasters.
When disasters happen, the church is often the first
place where people run to for emotional and physical
support. Therefore, it is of paramount importance that
churches are equipped well enough to create awareness
in disaster prevention and to support the communities in
rebuilding livelihoods after the disaster. Disaster risk
management is best achieved when local churches and
their communities work together with specialized NGOs
and relief agencies to minimize their vulnerability.
DRR and Disaster management are not usually taught in
seminaries or Bible colleges, yet the congregation will
instinctively look up to their spiritual leaders, as well as
local government bodies for help and direction. It is
important that we provide the knowledge and skills that
church leaders may need to respond to these
requirements.
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However, we identified the reason churches struggle to
respond to disaster situations, they lack the basic training
on this subject matter and not being proactive in keeping
the church ready in the event of a disaster and the
subsequent influx of displaced people coming into their
church buildings along with financial and logistical
commitments.

“

Then they also will answer, saying, “Lord, when
did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to
you?” Then he will answer them, saying, Truly, I
say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will
go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.
(Matt. 25:44–46)

”

Why Church needs disaster response

Practical steps
Many natural disasters cannot be prevented. However,
it is possible to take practical steps before hand to
reduce the potential impact on the community and to
reduce damage. This is known as resilience, risk
reduction and mitigation. Church usually has significant
resources which can be used in time of disaster: their
buildings, their compound, and the resources of their
members.

They also have a committed group of people who are
motivated by compassion and can be mobilized to
respond to a crisis. The church often has strong
sub-groups who can be used to raise awareness on
disaster risks and can bring communities together to
make plans in reducing these risks.

Mitigation measures used
Building flood protection dams.
Better drainage system for the water to subside
quickly.
Planting trees on steep slopes to reduce rainwater
run-off.
Planting trees and mangroves in coastal areas to
reduce tidal wave impact.
Growing crops which are more resistant to drought.
Peace-building and reconciliation efforts to reduce
conflict.
Rebuilding homes or livelihoods to make the
community more resilient to disasters.

Practical preparation steps
Pre-disaster risk assessment
Capacity assessment (before and after disaster)
Need assessment (after disaster)
Early warning systems (Depth marker posts, ringing
bells or flying flags in churches to raise alarm,
sending digital text message)
First Aid Training for church members
Plans for moving people and livestock to
‘safe areas’
Keeping a small stock of emergency materials
(such as plastic sheets and dry food/
Genesis 41:25-39)
Identifying the vulnerable who will need help
Training volunteers in search and rescue.

9

Why Church needs disaster response

Why Church needs disaster response

How can we raise support?
Any local church may not have the capacity to
respond effectively in all aspects of a disaster. If so,
finding support groups who are better equipped in this
endeavor is very vital. Churches should analyze their
own strengths and weaknesses and carefully choose
potential partners whose values, motives and priorities
are genuine and not detrimental to the mission work of
the church, especially if they are not coming from a
Christian background. (Philippians 2:3-4)

Possible partnerships
Work with the Government
Work with secular groups (Ex. Oxfam, Red Cross)
Work with other churches
Work with funding partners (Partnership with a
donor or a NGO)
Using our own resources (Fundraising among
believers.)

How do we sustain?
Resilient people and communities have the capacity to
cope with shocks and stresses and to recover quickly.
Church should build resilience in the communities to
reduce their vulnerabilities to disaster through disaster
risk management, while at the same time enhancing
their development in food security, livelihood and
environmental adaptation.
Fundamentally, resilience-building is a call to increase
our focus on risk management rather than disaster
management. For example putting more effort into
reducing the vulnerability of an impending disaster
before it takes place rather than responding to the
needs of those affected by the disaster, these are
intrinsic to truly sustainable development.
The focus then is not so much on getting communities
back to where they were vulnerable to disasters but
helping them reduce their vulnerability. In this way they
are less likely to suffer the same fate twice.
(Isaiah 40:31 & Jeremiah 29:11)
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Some aspects of general sustainable development good
practice are especially important for resilience
programming. These include:
A focus on strengthening / building community
institutions. Institutions mean both community
organizations (leadership councils, churches and
farmer groups) and the “rules of the game” that
they work by (E.g. how leaders are chosen and
how resources are shared). Strong institutions are
required for joint decision-making and action,
management of common resources, and
experimentation and learning–all vital activities for
resilience.
A thorough understanding of all the livelihood
strategies available in an area and how the people
use their available assets to obtain food, income
and other necessities. Resilience people have
diverse, flexible and ecologically sustainable
livelihood strategies.

Why Church needs disaster response

Conclusion

We believe local churches are the heartbeat of the communities and have a significant role to
play in helping communities to build their resilience. To achieve this aim, there is an emphasis on
the participation of the community, analyzing the vulnerability, appreciating the potential within
the community and providing practical applications. It is about appreciating partners, valuing
their networks, encouraging learning best practices, reflection and sustainability.
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Vietnam Evangelical Alliance

Rev. Huy Quoc Le
General Secretary,
Vietnam Evangelical Alliance

Vietnam Evangelical Alliance:
Moving Forward Despite Challenges Ahead
Came into being from September 2020, the Vietnam
Evangelical Alliance (VEA) is quite new. Yet we are so glad to
be part of the great family of the Asia Evangelical Alliance.
After many years of being conceived, the mission that the
churches in VEA are now working together to fulfil is:
To foster the unity of the Body of Christ, to uphold
the identity and be the voice of the Evangelical community,
to proclaim the Gospel and to make disciples in
order to expand the Kingdom of God and serve the people.
The current population of Vietnam is nearly 100 million people.
The evangelicals comprise only 2 percent or less. We have a
vast mission field to aim as evangelism is usually not an easy
task practically, culturally, and spiritually in the country. The
situation has become even more challenging during the
pandemic that we all face worldwide.
We are amid another lockdown due to the 4th wave of covid-19
outbreak. Churches are now entering the 4th month where we
cannot meet in person. We are suffering as our people are.
Many are sick and many have passed away. Many are losing
jobs, especially the people coming from the country to work in
the cities.

Photo by Thijs Degenkamp on Unsplash
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Please remember to lift us up in your prayers, so that we would
be faithful to our Lord, stand firm for our cause, and eventually
glorify the Holy Name of our God. We look forward to a day
when we can visit and fellowship with you, dear brothers and
sisters in the Asia Evangelical Alliance family.

Churches Facing Challenges
during the Red Alert of COVID-19
pandemic in Bangladesh

Bishop Philip P. Adhikary
Chairman | Talitha Koumi
Chairman | Bangladesh Bible Society

With a dilemma of acceptance of the new norm, ministry work is progressing with
diversity
Bangladesh is now under the most crisis period of the
COVID-19 pandemic situation. The country is facing
the third wave of virus contamination which has
turned out a serious threat to the lives and economy
of the country. More than 250 people were reported
to have died daily during the first two weeks of August
2021. The contamination is rapidly growing, particularly
in areas bordering India asthe Delta variant runs
rampantly here. This rapid contamination of the virus
kills people, causing several fatal diseases as after
effect and keeping lives in jeopardy. Not only the
health issues, but Bangladesh is now facing a severe
economic downfall. Many industries, mills, and
factories are declared closed permanently due to the
extreme loss. Many people have lost their jobs.

They are struggling for survival. The sudden unfortunate
changes in lives are also affecting their mental health.
Families are broken. Suicidal tendencies have been
increased. The COVID-19 outbreak has been turning
Bangladesh into a dark nightmare.
The pandemic is also adversely affecting spiritual
activities. The pastors, lay preachers, and church
members are going through a tough time. Especially, the
lay preachers and local pastors are financially broken.
Surviving a day is difficult for them. But spiritually, they
are devoted and mentally, they are strong. They have
accepted their life with Jesus. They know the Lord will
show them the right way.

Photo by Niloy Biswas on Unsplash
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Churches Facing Challenges during
the Red Alert of COVID-19 pandemic
in Bangladesh

The leaders support the lay preachers and local pastors
with the strength of faith,prayer, and hope.
All the pastors, leaders, and lay preachers are on the
ground to maintain unity in Christ in this crisis moment
and supporting the church members by every possible
means. Though the prohibition of mass gathering in
religious meetings has been remised to some extent, the
willingness of physical involvement in churches is
something to work on. To keep pace with the other
countries of the World, the churches of Bangladesh have
organized virtual meetings, church services, and
devotions to maintain members' regular involvement with
the church activities. The adjustment with the new norm
in evangelism and church planting is difficult but not
impossible. There is a visible uncertainty in the near
future and coping with the new norm is a challenge for
the ministry. With the blessings of the Lord, ways are
open to sharing the gospel as people are willing to hear
good news to have inner peace. With new ways of
sharing the voice, evangelical work is progressing with
new experiences and diversity.
It is a positive tone that the new dimension of church
activities, evangelism, and church planting is an
opportunity to generate the experience for future
challenges.
However, the World is now intensely praying to worship
and praise the Lord with breathing a fresh and positivity.
It is our faith that the day is not so far, and we are
waiting for His blessings.

Photo by Amjad rana on Unsplash
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Leadership Mission
Seminar Pakistan
Evangelical Alliance Pakistan conducted a Leadership
Mission Seminar on August 27, 2021. The seminar was attended by 120
participants representing 24 churches from Pakistan. The participants
learned together Biblical principles and strategies on how the Pakistani
Church can reach Pakistan with the love of God and how to effectively
share the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ through words and
actions.

Different topics on Leadership, Mission and Evangelism were
presented by:
Rev. Ashkenaz Asif Khan (Director, Creation Care Pakistan)
Rev. Aslam Nazik (Chairman of the Board)
Rev. Shahbaz Masih Boota (General Secretary)
Mr. Sharon Sarfraz (IT Commission WEA)
Mrs. Ruby Naeem (Asia Women Commission Pakistan)
Pastor Tariq Aslam (Church Leader)
Participants were divided into groups to further discuss the
topics and share ideas on how to bring awareness among the
Christian community about the urgency and importance of
sharing the Gospel in Pakistan and how church leadership,
pastors, youth, women and children can play the role of
evangelism and missions in Pakistan.
A significant amount of time was spent on prayers asking God
to bring revival in the lives of Pakistani believers and unite the
Pakistani church to share the gospel in Pakistan and beyond.
Many of the participants expressed their gratitude in attending
the seminar and shared how God spoke to them in a special
way through the event. The following are some of the
encouraging testimonies:
“I am now well equipped to share my faith with my co-worker
in the workplace. I have been working in our company for 20
years but now God has given me the boldness to share the
gospel with my friends.”
“I have many Muslim friends, but I never approached them
with the gospel because I do not know how to do it. After this
seminar, I am now well trained on how to share the gospel in
a simple way.”

15

Leadership Mission Seminar Pakistan

Rev. Shahbaz Masih Boota
General Secretary
Evangelical Alliance Pakistan

“I regret that I have never given a
message on missions in my church, but
God has opened my eyes and I am
committed to do so after this seminar.”
All Glory be unto the Lord, and we ask
for prayers for our upcoming National
Conference to be held on November
12-13, 2021.

Relief and Development
Commission
Executive Committee
Overview

Rev. James H. Tanabe
Chairperson
(Japan)

Raghu Balanchandran
Executive Director
(Sri Lanka)

Sarjeevram Ravikumar
(Sri Lanka)

Bishop Philip P. Adhikary
(Bangladesh)

Ps. Surya Bahadur
Bal Tamang
(Hanok) (Nepal)
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The COVID-19 pandemic and its impact have become
so real in our day-to-day life. Not long ago the folks
who succumbed to the virus were a statistic, but now
names are familiar as these are our friends, neighbors,
relatives, and family who have either got the virus or
have passed away. Around the world, people are
suffering psychically, economically, and emotionally.
The adverse impact of the COVID-19 is spreading like
wildfire.
It is in this backdrop, as a member of the Asian
Evangelical Alliance, we are trying to respond to the
daunting challenges through the work with our
alliances and our commissions. As part of this journey,
the relief and development commission has revisited
its vision and mission statement to be in line with the
needs of our society.

Vision
By 2030, a Relief & Development Commission for
AEA will be recognized as the Leading Strategic
Platform for Development Initiatives in collaboration
with National Alliances in Asia.
Nine years from now, we would like to see that the
Relief and Development Commission be one of the
main partners particularly in the area of development
in the region. While strengthening our work with the
national alliances, we would also seek partnerships
with leading development agencies across the globe
to achieve this task.

Relief and Development
Commission

GOAL

1

2

3

Establish Relief &
Development
Commissions in
National Alliances

Developing local
resources to strengthen
the churches through
Relief & Development
Commissions

Establish and expand
Network and start
building financial
stability

The Commission is also
envisioning strengthening the
churches to be self-sufficient
by adopting innovative ideas
to raise their resources. This
will bring in people from
different fields of expertise to
support the commission to
relook at the strategies and
bring recommendations for
new ventures for the
commission.

The Commission will reach
out to other global partners
and local churches to support
the ministries of the
Commission. The Commission
has already started to compile
a potential partner database.
The Commission will also look
into the needs of the national
alliances and work along with
the alliances to develop
proposals and support in
fundraising as well.

The Relief and Development
Commission have begun its
preliminary steps to support
the Alliances which do not
have a Relief andDevelopment
Commission. The purpose of
forming a commission in each
national alliance is to localize
the response to the needs
both in terms of emergency
relief and in capacity-building
programs.
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Upcoming initiatives
This year as a Commission, our focus is on the following
areas. These are much-needed for the local churches
given the adverse impact churches are going through
due to the pandemic.

1

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)

This year we also would like to emphasize more on Disaster Risk Reduction awareness
for the Churches across the National Alliances. Inevitably this has become a much-needed
topic for the church with the pandemic. The commission will launch a series of training
programs on this topic and help the Alliances to set up their own DRR teams in their
locality. The Commission has done a plan on this area, an abstract of that has been
published in this newsletter.

2

Local fundraising

Due to the financial crisis caused by the pandemic, most of the work which was
dependent on overseas funding has either stopped or reduced by a big margin. In order
to reduce the percentage of dependency on foreign funding, the Commission will launch
training programs on fundraising for the local alliances with special emphasis given for
local fundraising.

3

Strengthening the Network

The Commission will formulate strategies to strengthen the relationships between the
Relief and Development commissions of the National Alliances. This will include regular
virtual meetings, exchange of ideas and expertise and sharing of resources.
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Gwen De Rozario
Executive Director
Children Commission

D6 Family Ministry Conference
Twenty members representing twelve countries from
the Asia Evangelical Alliance’s Children and Women
Commissions attended this conference on July 30th
and 31st. The online conference organized by The Bible
Society of Singapore covered a wide array of topics
including Intentional Parenting, How to Raise Mentally
Tough Children, and Biblical Sexuality. Overall, the
participants gained not only biblical insights on
marriage and parenting but were also challenged to
take practical steps to deepen their family
relationships.

… when it comes to sexuality or making home a safe
space for children to talk about sex... This
Conference helped us to understand how important it
is to make home a safe space.
– Ruby Naeem John
I love the many practical points on intentional parenting…
“the heart is trained by whatever methods you use as
your means (e.g. bribe or greed)” and “we must
reclaim our conversations with our children…”
- Grace De Rozario

Both Commissions are now exploring how to help
cultivate family ministry in Asia.
Here are some key takeaways shared by the
participants which might inspire you.
appreciated the reminder that ... "You absolutely have
to be the safest person on the face of the earth for
your spouse."
– Mahako Iwagami
The conference confirmed … the importance
ofintentional family discipleship especially exercising
godly authority as parents and grandparents; also
flip learning and training children to be responsible and
competent.
– Grace Hee
Photo by Benjamin Manley on Unsplash
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D6 Family Ministry Conference

20 Women Commission Webinar
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Youth Commission Webinar

Location :
54 Ramkanghaeng Rd, Soi 22, Huamark, Bangkok 10240
Website :
www.asiaea.org
E-Mail :
info@asiaea.org

PayPal
E-Mail : finance@asiaea.org
Link :
www.paypal.me/AsiaEvangelical
QR Code :

Bank :
TMBTThanachart Bank Public Company Limited
3000 Phahon Yothin RD., Chompon,
Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 Thailand
Swiftcode :
TMBKTHBK
Beneficiary :
Asia Evangelical Alliance by
The Evangelical Fellowship of Thailand
Account No :
128-2-44074-0

